
Guana Island Racers 
Two ,pec;o& of I1I3k •• are knowft to O<.'tur On Gu.no [.land. 
The !ar~r and moSI e<>mmon of I~ two is in the genu, 
AI,ophi •. EI.,'en species of these .naku. oflu called 
"R""''''." occur on .bout 100 i.l.nd, in the W .. I Ind,es. 
"""ing from the Bab.~ southward (0 DomInici io !he 
LesSI'r Antilles. Only Hispaoiol. harbors 11"0 speci .. of 
A/sopIUr. 011 0Iber:i i<lallih ""pport a sjngle 'pecics , 

The specie, thaI occur< on CUlna is AlJophi' pona
ri<:~/Uis: it is round on about 40 i.lan<b on the Pu.eno Rico 
Balik (~Puena Rko. the U.S. Vi'gin lsl.rod •• aDd the Briti.h 
Virgin 1,llnds). more i.lands lhan Iny other Alsaphls. 
eoMidering the number of spec~. and bow galgraphically 
wi(k,,,,ead th ..... nak., are io the West Indies, we know 
• u",n.iogly [itd. 1000tlhei. natural history. 

On \hose West Tlldlan "land. (e .g .. Antii"", SI. Mlnin) 
,,·her. mongoose. were introduced in the 19"'cenlUI)' (l15uII
Iy in order to control ral< that wert; damaging sugarcane 
crops). Racer population. h.,. been eliminated or >c,.rely 
reduced. Todoy, wme spocie, of ';'Isoplli. a", consi<l<red to 
be among the world's mQ$1 endangered lukes. Fortun>lcly, 
lho mongoose is <t(>\ presonl on Guano, and the Racer 
JIO!>IIlotion appears w be very ho.hlly, 

On Guaoa. Race .. <>ccur ju", aboul everywhore. in
cluding walkwaY' mlund lho res.or\ building •. the dinIng 
area. and Ihe be""h. A<:t,vity may start IS early as 0700 h . 
.. od;1 u."oUy tapers off bef"", dusk. Occasionally. however. 
these diurn.1 snak.s.", observed ..,Ii,· •• f", <hrk .. they 
hunl diurnal liurds tbat are . ttract<d W the i"""'l1 thaI ""'. 
in lum. Ittracled 10 the ground-level lights alonS lho pned 
wal\:;wlYs. Guna is tile firsl place ,..h= <lixumenwion of I 
secon""ry predator (th. ,ooke) successfully ""ploitins lhe 
!<Xalled .."ighl-lighl nicho" bas """urm!. 

These . I.nder. fast_moving. largely ground-dwelhng 
snaku f.e<! on • wide rang. of vert<!>rate prey, !nOSIly 
Whistling FroB' (EI~~'huodl><lyIMS) and liz ... d,. Dw.,f 

GeckO. (Sphauadl><'yl~.), Anol., (';'noli.). and Ground 
Unt"lh (Amoj,..,) are consumed mo" frequenlly. bul lorge 
R..,e" Ilso may .al an occasional baby 19uan. (CyduIl». 
Larg.ly K"I"" fongeB. the ,nakes move ,lowly and ,il.ntly 
through Sa Gnpe (CDuoI""" ".(fell» liner lICor the be""h 
or leaf litter Ilong the Iguna TlIll. around roch and 
boulders in Quail Dove Ghut. or amon, decorative plant< 
around the '050f!. Wh.n a lilard is c.ptured. the ,nah 
usuilly wo,ks it quickly to the wI:; of it< mouth ",he", 
enl"'Be<! teetlt in Ihe upper jaw. punclu", lho Hzord', 'kin 
arS<! allow I weak venom 10 enter the victim', blood. Once 
subdued. the prey i, ... ·.llowe<! wbole (snak .. are unable to 
bite off and chew ,mall pi.., .. ) and u.ually hoad fim. 

Gu ... ·, R.cers are ..... ti.lly harmJe .. 10 humans . 
They g~lICrally nee whon etlCOllnl.red and bite only .. hen 
handle<!. Ho .... ver. <ome individual< may act ferocious IrS<! 
spread their "bonds" like I robrl ... hen IhreateDed. 

During OctObeT 2003. we e:tplored the pote.".1 for 
conducting long-l.rm r .... arch on the ecology of Rac.n on 
Guan l . We w.'" pl .... d to firS<! tho ,nake. ecologic.ny 
widespread Ind common OJ! tho i'land. where .. ~ .... 11&«1 
lbout eighl snake .<>coonlen per ""y. We se,.d. ,"cighed. 
and mea.ured 38 snlk .. before placing I microchip (.bout 
the ,j"" of. long grain of rice) under the skin aOO releasing 
them at the exacl site of copture. The microcbip' provide a 
m.lDS of identifying individual snal ... Ind. bl .. d on 
.. caplu,.s. we will . ccumula,. information on growth_ 
movements . habita' u.e. longevilY in the wild. and 
survivorship. Perhaps we will even Iurn why, of the 38 
. nlk .. we captured. 31 (S1.6%) had incomplele tails. Are 
the bermil crabs pincbing tltem off"l Se.er,,) '''''hs had me'" 
510110 of tails. and I few had ho.led sun "".lling from ,,·hat 
appeared 10 be quile sev ... injuri .. on lhoir bodi ... 

During tho "cry ,hon period .... spent on Gua"". we 
etlCOllntered only a few of our mlrke<! .nake •. M 05l hod 
moved only "ery small distance, durin, that short time 
period. bul on. moved well ov"'" 300 m in ju>! • few ""y •. 

Vi,ilOn 10 Guana Ihould lake time 10 admi ... and enjoy 
the sublle beauty of the ishUld', Racers. and appreciate the 
grace and ,peed wilh which lhose limble" eml,.,e. flow. 
seemIngly witbout effort. ICroSS lho ground. o.er a rock 
wall. or up I tr= R.'pecllho ho.1thy 'n~ke populotion.'! on 
Gua .... and do ,,·hate.....- i, necessary 10 keep them thaI way. 
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